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2 CHRONICLES XV. 2. 


And he went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid 

 amto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and Ju- 

dah, and Benjamin: The Lord is 

with you, while ye be with him; and 

if ye ſeek him, he will be found of you; 

but if you forſake him, he will for- 
fake you. 


50 e 2 8 F you reflect upon that dreadſul 
= and extenſive Earthquake, with 

_— {@& which ſome neighbouring Coun- 
tries have been viſited, and the 

' Importance of the preſent Situ- 

ation of our public Affairs, (as to the Iſſue of 
them, to the Peace and Safety of theſe King- 
doms; to our Commerce and Liberty ; and above 
all, to the moſt valuable Bleſſing of the Pro- 
teftant Religion; you will evidently perceive the 
higheſt Reaſon and Fitneſs in that royal Pro- 


clamation, which has appointed the ſolemn Aſ- 
| A 2 {cnblies 


X . 


(4) 
ſemblies of this Day. And amidſt our Hu- 
miliations and Prayers, we cannot but thank- 
ſully rejoice in it, as a Token for good, that 


the Great Regent of the Univerſe has put it into 


the Heart of our moſt Gracious Sovereign, to ſet 
the Example in theſe neceſſary duties, and 
by the Authority wherewith he is inveſted, to 
call upon his Subjects in general, to concur with 
him in the purpoſes of ſuch an Appointment. 
Eſpecially as the Duties which are this Day 


recommended, by divine and human Autho- 


rity, are the moſt probable means of our ob- 
taining the protection and favour of Heaven, 
upon which the Safety and Proſperity of Na- 
tions, as well as of Individuals, do evidently de- 
pend. 


It is of vaſt Importance for us to be ſenſible, 


that we have a deep Concern with the Deity, 
whether we are conſidered under a perſonal, or 


a national Capacity, And certainly we can 
doubt as little of the Providence of God, as of 


bis Exiſtence ; theſe being two of the firſt Prin- 


ciples of all Religion, whether natural, or re- 
vealed, And this we ought to eſteem as one 
of the great advantages, which we receive from 


Revelation, that it inſtructs us, as to the Ex- 


peRations, which we may entertain from the 


great Governor of the World; plainly teach- 


ing 


— —— 
5 „r 


YT 
ing us, not only how he may, but Upon what 
Meaſures he /, proceed, in all his dealings with 
the Children of Men; that he will not only 
maintain his Sovereignty, and aſſert his Prero- 
gative; but will always proceed according to 
rules of infinite Wiſdom, Equity, and Good- 
neſs, His Power indeed is abſolute, and Lis 
Kingdom ruleth cover all (a). Nevertheleſs 
Juſtice and Fudgment are the Habitation of his 
Throne (b); and the Meaſures which he will 
purſue, in his providential Adminiſtration, will 
invariably be, on the whole, according to 
the Conduct and Character of his Creatures 
eſpecially of thoſe among whom his Name and 
Religion are profeſſed. 

Theſe Rules and Meaſures are laid down in 
the Words firſt recited, in three hypothetical 
Propoſitions ; the repeating of which is very 
plainly intended for the ſurer Confirmation of 
the Thing aſſerted. The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with him; if ye ſeek him, he will be 
found of you But if ye forjake him, be will for- 
fake you. Yes, thele are the Terms upon 
which you and I ſtand with God, and theſe 
may be conſidered, as the Standard of all Rules, 
in which any Nation, or People, is, or may 
be concerned. And though this Mefage was 


ſent 
(a) Pal. ciii. 19. (b) LxxXix, 14. 


E22 OT — 


waere led to expect the continuance of their 


fluſhed with Victory, and probably were full 


introduced, — while ſome among us are full oi 


own Safety, ſuppoſing their Mountain ftands 


henſion for themſelves, or their Country; —ſome 


ſent by a Prophet to Aſa, and his victorion- 
Army, at a Time, when they were returning 
in triumph, from the War with the Eilio- 
fians ; yet that is no ſufficient Objection againſt 
the application of it to the preſent Circum- 
ftances and Day, fince we can hope for the di- 
vine Preſence and Bleſſing only upon the ſame 
Terms, on their Compliance with which, they 


proſperous State: And perhaps our own De- 
figns and Expectations may need as much to be 
reſtrained or regulated as theirs did, to whom 
it was originally addreſſed. They were a People 


of Contrivances for ſecuring their Peace, by 
puſhing on their Succeſs to it's utmoſt Improve. 
ment, when the Prophet ſo earneſtly inter- 
poſed, and demanded, in his Turn, to be heard 
among thoſe, who were delivering in their 
Senſe of Things: “Hear ye me, Aſa, and al! 
Judah and Benjamin.“ And it may be uſeful 
for us to conſider the Meſſage, which he thu: 
£ 


News from abroad ; — ſome exulting in thei: 


ftrong ; — Others in dread of farther Commo- 
tions in the Earth, and trembling with Appre- 


may 


120 


may be fill fluctuating in Uncertainty, whether 
we (hall enjoy the Bleſſings of Peace, or ſuf- 
fer the Judgments of the Sword; Some buſy 
about Expedients for carrying on the War; 
Others raiſing Recruits for augmenting our 
Land forces; Others in the equipment of 
Fleets; and ſome in their Deſtination; Some 
may be forming and ſettling Treaties of Com- 
| merce or Alliance Others perhaps are con- 
| iidering Overtures from our Enemies for accom. 
modating Matters in difference, accompanied 
with the Ex pectations and good Wiſhes of ten 
thouſand honeſt and good Hearts for a happy 
Iſſue and Succeſs to theſe momentaus deliberati- 
ons. I ſhall leave the governing Part of the Nation 


to act as they ſhall judge molt proper in this 


Criſis; and if I may have leave to ſhew my 


Opinion, among others of my fellow-SubjeCts, 
I would do this, in theſe prophetick Words, 
containing Terms, upon our national Regard to 
which, all warrantable Hope of our public 
Tranquility and Happineſs is ſuſpended. The 
Lord is with you while ye be with him, G-. 


In the further Proſecution of which Subject, 


I propoſe to begin with enquiring, 


IJ. What it is for the Lord to be with a Peo- 
ple or Nation. 


II. To 


SD 

II. To repreſent of what Importance it is to 

have his fjvourable Preſence, in reſpect to 
National Happineſs. 

III. To declare more particularly, the Terms 
upon which this may be expected; or its 
contrary apprehended. And : 

IV. To conclude with pointing out to you 

ſome of thoſe Uſes, ta which the whole 
may be applied, 


I. What is it for the Lord to be with a Peo- 

ple or Nation? 

It will hardly be neceſſary for me to obſerve, 
that his being with a Nation, in this Place, is 
not to be underſtood, in reſpect of the Omni- 
preſence of his Eſſence. For in that reſpect, 
he is equally with all Nations and People in the 
Earth, at all Times: And as the Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain him (c), ſo he is univer- 
fally preſent in all parts of his wide extended 
dominions, and with every Creature to whom 
he has communicated Exiſtence, The Phraſe 
therefore muſt ſignify his Preſence, not of being 
only but of Operation: And not only this in 
general; for his Energy, as well as Eſſence, 
is with all the World; ſuſtaining, ordering, and 
diſpeſing all Things, which as they were at 

firſt 

100 I Kings viii. 27. 2 2 Ohoins li. 6. 


(9) 


firſt created by his Power, muſt confequently 
appertain to his natural Dominion and moral 
Government, (according to the reſpeCtive Capa- 
cities of their Natures,) and be made ſubſervient 
to the deſigns of his Glory. 

But beſides theſe Senſes, he is with ſome 
Perſons and ſome Nations in a more peculiar 
manner, and in a way of Bleſſing and favou- 
rable Operation ; regarding them with a kind 
diſtinction; treating them as the Objects of his 
more tender, indulgent, and affectionate Care, 
and by ſpecial providential Interpoſitions, accom- 
pliſhing the deſigns of his good will in their 
Safety, Proſperity, and Happineſs. So, we are 
told, The Lord was with Joſeph; and he was 4 
fpreſperous Man (d). And fo Abimelech obſerved 
to Abraham, that God was with him in all that he 
did (e). Accordingly his being with a Nation, 
imports his taking the direction of their Af- 
fairs; guiding them by his Counſel, and ſucceed- 
ing them with his Bleſſing ; his being their 
Dwelling- Place, Protection and Defence; and 
his manifeſting himſelf in eminent appearances 
of Mercy with and for them. Sometimes in- 
deed his Judgments are a great Deep (V, and 
we are often incompetent Judges of the drift of 
particular Diſpenſations. And yet we are too 

B ready 

(4) Gen, xxxix. 2. (e) xxi. 22. (Ff) Pal. xxxvi. 6. 


(70) 
ready to pronounce as poſitively concerning ſomo 
of theſe, as if we could certainly diſtinguiſh be- 
tween his Love and his Hatred in thoſe Things, 
which lye before us. Whereas we ſhould be 
cautious of concluding, or even ſuſpecting, ſuch 
to be always the greateſt Sinners (g), who ap- 
pear to us more remarkably to ſuffer in this 
World; which is not properly a State of Re- 
compence or Retribution ; though it muſt be 
granted, that publick Societies and Commu— 
nities can be dealt with, as ſuch, only in the 
preſent State ; this being the only one in which 
they will ſubſiſt. Nevertheleſs, great Danger 
Calamity and Diſtreſs, may ſometimes attend a 
People, while God is with them. For he often 
appoints theſe Things to alarm thoſe amongſt 
them who are ſecure, and for the further Re- 
formation of thoſe who are truly good; and his 
ſecret inviſible preſence is the ſupport of the 
latter, whilſt they are under the viſible Rebukes 
of his Providence. And on the other Hand, 
many wicked Nations may appear to flouriſh for 
a while, among whom the Lord is not, with 
reſſ ect to his gracious Preſence ; but is only 
uſing them for the carrying on his own Purpoſes, 
while their Proſperity, through their ungrateful 


abu: of his Goodnels, is haſtening their Ruin; 
and 


_ (8g) Luke xiii. 2. 


(11) 
and this when the Meaſure of their Iniquittes 
ſhall be filled up (h), may be expected to prove ſo 
much the more ſevere, as it has been longer 


delay'd. Whereas for God to be with a People, 


in the Senſe intended in the Text, is his mani- 


feſting his Preſence in their Counſels and Under- 
takings, and promoting their beit Intereſts, as 
his own infinite Wiſdom directs. And this may 
frequently be done in dyappointing their own 
carneſt Wiſhes, the full Gratincation of which, 
might in many Inſtances, be fo inconſiſtent 
with his Wiſdom and Goodneſs towards them; 
as to prove, in the Event, their certain and in- 
evitable Ruin. 


And now we have ſettled what it is for the 


Lord to be with a People, or Nation, I proceed 


II. To repreſent the vaſt Importance of his 
favourable Preſence in order to National 
Happineſs. 

Amidſt our Complaints and 8 


There are many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any 


geod (i)? But let our Deſires and Enquiries be 
earneſt and ardent for the Light of God's Counte- 
nance, as a Pledge of his Preſence with us. For 


this is indeed our greateſt Concernment. Here 


our main Strength lies. Hence it is that we are 
82 not 
(50) Gen. xv. 16. (i) Pfal, iv. &, 
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(61 
not conſumed; and on this depend our Life, 
Safety, and Peace, Though Ruin and Deftruc- 
tion ſhou'd ſcem to be ruſhing in upon us, we 
ſhou'd have no Cauſe to be greatly alarm'd ; 
and ſhou'd the proud Waves roll together, if 
God is pleas'd to appear with and for us, we 
might take up the Apoſtle's demand, and bold- 
ly face all Nations with this Challenge, Js 
ſhall be againſt us (? On the other hand, he 
can raiſe, by the leaſt breath of his Noſtrils, 
ſuch a Tempeſt, as wou'd ruffle our calmeſt 
Scaſons, and change our Security into thoſe Pe- 
rils, which wou'd bring us fo our Wit's end (I. 
And there are ſuch unexpected Revolutions in 
all human Counſels and Preparations, ſuch diſ- 


appointments of the faireſt Probabilities, as make 


it abundantly evident, that the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven is of the utmoſt Importance to the Succeſs 
even of our belt concerted Schemes. It is above 
all other Things deſireable, to have him with 
us, Who fitsat the Helm of the Univerſe, ma- 
naging it, as a Pilot, who ſteers the floating 
Veſſel as he pleaſes. Under this View the very 
Heatlens, who had no other than natural Light, 
have repreſented the Divine Providence, And 
a very little Reflection on fo unbounded an In- 
fluence, ought to give us Chriſtians, who are fo 
5 much 


(% Rom. viii. 37. (1) Pal. cvü. 27. 


(13) 

much better in ſtructed in it, a grand Idea of the 
vaſt privilege of his Preſence and F riendſhip; as 
well as fill our Minds with a moſt aſtoniſhing 
Dread of his forſaking us and turning our Ene- 
my. For under that Character, he will appear 
formidable, beyond every Object which the moſt 
affrighted Imagination can repreſent dreadful. 

But the vaſt Importance of his Preſence and 
Friendſhip may, perhaps, be ſet in a more con- 
vincing Light, if we conſider it in ſome particu- 
lar Circumſtances and Caſes, ſuch as the preſent 
| Times point out to us, as thoſe to which we 
ought, this Day, more eſpecially, and very ſe- 
riouſly to attend, viz. Earthquates, with re- 
peated Accounts of which we have been juſtly 
alarm'd; war, with which we are threaten'd, 
and are, in ſome fort embroil'd; and, if there 
be any other Calamity amongſt us, which we 
ouzht to look upon, as a publick Mark of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure, for the Sins of the People. 

(I.) You will eaſily admit it to be of the ut- 
moſt Conſequence, to have God with us, as our 
beſt Security from the tremendous Effects of 
Earthquakes ; which, at the fame Time that 
they have been but moderately felt in Great 
Britain, have very lately ſpread Aſtoniſhment 
and Deſolation in other Kingdoms, to a wider 
| Extent, than perhaps has been ever known, 
ſince 


(14) 
fince the Creation of the World. Our earlieſt 
Accounts from Portugal began with telling us 
abruptly, that Liſbon was no more, and Thouſands 
and ten Thouſands of Souls bad periſhed. And, if 
we imagine the Conſternation and Confuſion in- 
to which thoſe mult have been thrown, who 
ſurviv'd ſuch a ſudden, promiſcuous, and gene- 
ral Ruin, we can't wonder we ſhou'd wait fo 
long for more particular Narratives of that fad 
Cataſtrophe, And when theſe at length came, 
they repreſented ſuch Scenes of Diſtreſs and 
Horror, as might juſtly have been expected from 
the Hand of the Almighty, ſhaking the Earth out 
of her Place, and making the Pillars thereof 10 
tremble (m); at the ſame Time that it affrighted 
the mighty Waters (2), which, it is ſaid, were 
rais'd many yards in perpendicular Height. But 
no Wonder if that fluid Body ſuffer'd ſuch a vio- 
lent Concuſſion, when the King's Palace, and 
the ſtrongeſt Buildings of the City, were rock d 
from their Foundations, and the fall of Houſes 
on all ſides made the wretched Inhabitants ſeek 
for Safety in flight, who made their Way 
through Multitudes of dead and dying Perſons, 
who, together with Carriages, Chaiſes, and 
Mules overthrown, were lying in the Streets. 
And thoſe, who with Dithculty, eſcap'd with 

| FAD their 


| 
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(in.) Job ix, 6. (2) Hab. iii. 10. 


(15) 

their Lives, ran crying in the open Places for 
Mercy, and raiſing diſmal Shrieks and Lamen- 
tations 3 having the additional Horror of behold- 
ing the Flames of a Conflagration, communica- 
ted from Street to Street, by Flakes of Fire 
driven by the Wind, which compleated the 
City's Ruin in eight Days. Poor Creatures! It 
chills my Blood to think, at this Diſtance, of 
their agonizing Diſtreſs, when their Fears urged 
them to fly, and yet wou'd not ſuffer them to 
advance; be Lord having fenced up their Way, 
that they cou'd not paſi, and ſet Darineſs in their 
Paths (o). Many ſtood ſtill and periſhed. O- 
thers ran, they knew not whither, as long as 
they cou'd keep their Feet upon a Pavement 
which totter'd under them. Many dy'd of the 
Fright. Some Hundreds trampled under foot 
and ſuffocated. And many in their Delirium 
took to the Sea and periſhed. 

After this Summary ot the Accounts of this 
ad Cataſtrophe which needs no Colours to 
heighten it, I muſt leave your Imaginations 
and Compaſſions to follow thoſe poor Remains 
of Inhabitants, who ſurviv'd the Loſs of their 
Subſtance Friends and Effects burnt out 
of their Houſes —— flying half naked, —— 
and reduc'd to the fad Neceſſity of lying in the 

open 


() Job xix. 8 


(16) 
open Air, upon the Ground; or at the beſt, 
to live in Barracks or Tents, in the Fields; 
where many more have periſhed, by Diſeaſes 
which they contracted; partly by Fatigue, 
Watching and Terror ; and partly by ſcarcity 
of Proviſion, and want of Shelter from the 
Weather. And it muſt have been very 
affecting, to have ſeen their Sovereign him- 
{clf in the laſt extremity of Diſtreſs, ſadly com- 
plaining, though a King, of wanting Subjedds ; 
without a Habitation ; without Money; and with- 
out Bread, A loud and alarming Voice 
from Heaven, proclaiming that Princes and 
Peaſants are equally dependant upon the chief 
and only Potentate (p); proclaiming the Vanity 
of all human Affluence and Grandeur, and the 
Inſtability of all earthly Poſſeſſions. The nar- 
row Limits of a ſingle Diſcourſe will not permit 
me to enlarge under this Head ; I muſt therefore 
refer you, for farther Particulars, to the publick 
Papers, which have been ever ſince bringing in 
fad Tidings of the like import from other Places. 
And in thoſe received from Africa, we ce 

great reaſon to fear, that the Earthquake has 
produc'd very tremendous Effects in that part iſ 
of the World, as well as at Liſbon, and along 
the Coaſt of Portugal. 


« From 
(p) 1 Tim. vi. 15. 


(17) 

ee From all Accounts it has been computed, 
« that the Earthquakes have continued for the 
« Space of fixty-one Days, 7. e. from the firſt 
« of November to the thirty- firſt of December 
* incluſive: in which Space of Time they 
« have been felt, with more-. or lefs Violence» 
e from the Eaſtern Shores of the vt Atlan. 
c ic Ocean to the Heart of Germany; and from 
* the frozen Clime of Iceland to the Tropic of 
% Cancer; taking a Range of about 4000 
% miles from Weſt to Eaſt, and above 2000 
ce from South to Nerto.” 

Certainly, we muſt acknowledge the finger 
of God, in the Evil that is done (q) to thoſe once 
opulent and populous Cities, which are now 
reduced to Heaps of Rubbiſh and Ruins, For 
whatever the immediate Cauſes were, or their 
Connection with the Effects which they have 
produced might be, they were either ordained 
by him, in ſome original Eſtabliſhment, or di- 
rected in their Operations by his Superinten- 
dency, who it is as certain is a moral Goyer- 
nor, as it is that he doth what he pleaſes in the 
World of Nature. Suppoſing therefore com- 
motions in the Earth to be the Reſult of natural 
Cauſes, they are Cauſes which are laid far out 
of our Sight, and out of the reach of our 

C Arm 
(2) Amos iii. 6, 


618.) 
Arm, to prevent their Operation. And as your 
late very valuable Paſtor once expreſſed himſelf 
upon a like Occaſion (7), with his uſual Force 
and Perſpicuity, “they are Cauſes diſpoſed by 
« him, who from the Day in which he laid 
« the Foundations of the Earth, knew every 
« Circumſtance of their Operation with infi- 
ce nitely more Certainty, than the moiſt ſkilful 
© Engineer the Diſpoſition and Succeſs of a 
« Mine, which he has prepared and directed, 
& and which he fires in the appointed Mo- 
t ment,” It would argue egregious Impicty 
not to obſerve and confeſs his mighty Hand, 
where it is ſo evidently, ſo conſpicuouſly, and 
ſo terribly lifted up, as it were, in the View of 


Lal 


all the World, as alſo not to humble ourſelves 


under it (5), as diſplaying a fignal for us to 


prepare; ſince ours is a land laden with ini- 
quity (Hi. And conſidering our ſuperior Ad- 


vantages of Light and Liberty, many among 
us are perhaps greater Sinners, than they who 
have ſuffered ſuch things, We alſo are mortal 
Men, and dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe founda- 
tion is in the duſt, and liable to be cruſhed before 
the moth (u). And though our God 7s flow 70 


an- 


= (7) Dr. Doddridge's Guilt and Daom of Capernaum, 
Pref. p. 6. (s) 1 Pet. v. 6, (t) Jai. i. 4. 


(u) Jeb iv. 19. 


(19) 
anger (x), and with much patience ſuffers us; 
ſo that the like judgments have not been execut- 
ed ſpeedily upon us (); who ſhall aſſure us they 
never ſhall be? Who hall aſſure us, that there 
ſhall be any interval between the beginning and 
end of our ruin? And that we ſhall not be 
hurried down by Provinces together to the dead; 
ſome wide-gaping chaſm of this part of the 
carth which we inhabit, being burſt open by 
ſome violent convulſions in the ſubterraneous 
caverns, to receive us as into a general ſepul- 
| chre ? This grand work of terror, you know, 
is not wont to be attended with thoſe premo- 
nitions, which uſually precede other calamities, 
the notices of which generally afford ſome op- 


portunity of making, or at leaſt, meditating 


an eſcape. But all the warning which we 
ought to expect in this caſe, is that which is 
proclaimed in the viſitations of neighbouring, or 
of more diſtant countries. And all the refuge 
of which we can avail ourſelves, is in God, 
whoſe fayour, preſence, and friendthip, before 
all things, it therefore behoves us, while we 
may, to ſecure, 

(2.) To have the Lord with us by bis gra- 
cious Preſence, is likewiſe of the greateſt Im- 
portance, as to the Iſſue of the War, wherewith 

C 2 | we 

(x) Nehem, ix. 17, O) Eccl. viii. 11, 


(20) 
we are threatened, and in ſome ſort, already em- 
broiled. For encroachments and hoſtilities have 
been commenced againſt us, in full Peace and 
againſt the faith of Treaties, And we, in our 
turn have been making Repri/als for indemni— 
fying ourſelves, as well as have been providing a- 
gainſt future Inſults, by vaſt Prepatations both 
by Sea and Land. But who conſiders as he 
ought, how precarious this our Situation; how 
uncertain the iſſues of War; and the Im- 
poitance of the divine Preſence with Great 
Britain, its Dominions and Colonies, in this 
Critis? Who conſiders that our multiplied 
Provocations in the midſt of that Profuſion of 
divine Goodneſs, with which we have been diſ- 
tinguiſhed, ſeem to have put a Sword into the 
hands of the Lord? And what if he, in 
juſtice, ſhould have put a Sword into the hands 
of our Enemies? So he called the Aſſyr:- 
ans the rod of his Anger, and the ſtaff in their 
hands, his Indignation (2), And if the Kings of 
the Earth weary him with their Sins, he can 
raiſe up one Nation to ſcourge another, and 
cauſe the cup of Fury to paſs from Kingdom 
to Kingdom. The Hearts of all Men are in 
his Hands ; and he diverts the Streams of their 
Faſſions, and turns their Ambition and Reſent- 


ment 


(=) Ifai. x. 5, 6. Prov, xxi, I. 
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ment, as the rivers of waters, into what chan- 


nels he pleaſes. And He, the Lord of Heſts, is the 


high and mighty Commander of all the armed 


Forces in the Univerſe, whole Colours ſocver 


they wear, and under whoſe Standards ſoever 


they are enliſted. To him belongeth Salva- 
tion (a) Power (b) and Vengeance (c). And the 


battle ſucceeds not aleways with the Strong, (d) 


but according to his deſtination of the Victory. 
If he ſhould forſake us, in vain ſhould we look 
for help to Man, who is a mutable Creature, 
whoſe Affection may change, and whoſe Power 
may be blaſted in a moment; ſo that here is 
no certain Dependance for us, in regard cither 
to his Inclination or Ability, And when he 
is beſt affected towards us, and moſt capable 
of acting for us, he is only a ſubordinate In- 
ſtrument in the Hind of Providence. And this 
conſideration concerning any ſingle Man, will 


hold equally true with reſpect to any number 
of Men collectively taken, For all their coun- 


ſels and operations, be their policy force or 
numbers, what they may, are ſubje& to a di- 
vine controul, which is able either to proſper 
or fruſtrate any human Attempts or Preparations, 
Let us not therefore truſt in an Arm of Fiſh. 


Neither 


(a) Pal. iii, 8. (8) Ixii. 11. (e) Deut. xxxii. 35, 
Pfal. xciv. 21. Heb, x. 30. (a) Eccl. ix. 11, 
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Neither let us ſay, 1f is ſufficient that this great 
Nation 1s a wife and underſtanding Pecple (e), 


that we have Counſel and Strength for the War; 


and where Counfet and Strength is, how ſhould 
they chooſe but prevail? But let us recollect, 
that wo King is ſaved by the mullitude of an Hoſt 
(J), and that mighty Nations are not delivered by 
their much Strength, unleſs God be with them. But 
the Lord God is mighty in Battle (g), he in- 
ipires the Soldiers with Courage, and their Com- 
manders with Conduct ; aud can confound the 
Counſels of the Wicked, take their Underſtand- 
ings from them, or cauſe their Hearts to fail in 
the day of Battle. On the other Hand, he has 
often bleſſed thoſe whom he has determined to 
favovr, with ſuch a concurrence of happy cir- 
cumſtances, as that the frame of Nature has 
appeared in the cauſe, which he, it's great Au- 
thor, has cſpouſcd. We undoubtedly may, 
{nay every tive Bruiſh Heart muſt) feel a Sa- 


tisfaction in reflecting, on the Strength of our 


Army, cur naval Force, the almoſt unexampled 
upanimiy of our Counſels at Home, and the 
concluſion of a late Treaty with a reſpectable 


Aly on the Continent. Nevertheleſs theſe 


Things ſhould afford only a ſober, moderate 
Pleaſure, and not become the matter of our 


boaſting 
(e) Deut iv. 6. (/) Pfal. xxxiii. 16. (g) xxiv. 8, 
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boaſting and confidence; for we cannot ſafely 
depend upon the probability of ſecond Caules, 
any otherwiſe than in a due ſubordination and 
deference to the Firſt, Nor ought we to con- 
ſider them in any other light, than as encou- 
raging Pledges of that divine Providence, under 
favour of which theſz promiſing Preparations 
have been ſo happily conducted. Another cir- 
cumſtance, in which it is very deſirable to have 
the Lord favourably with us, is, 

(3-) That of the Diſtemper which ſtill rages _ 
amongſt our Cattle in ſeveral Parts of this King- 
dom, and in rhe next acjoining County, at this 
Day. And ſurely if agreeable to the Character 
of the righteous Man, we regard the Life of 
our Beaſis (a), it will draw forth our Compal- 
ſions to behold, or to reflect upon, the Miferies . 
of our diſtempered Herds. It would be cruel 
and barbarous, even abſtracted from Views of 
Intereſt, to feel no Regret at finding the Con- 
t?yion fill propagated from Herd to Herd, af- 
ter ſuch Numbers of them have been fo mile- 
rably broken. But it will greatly increaſe our 
Scafibility and Concern, if we reflect upon the 
Value and Uſefulneſs of theſe Creatures, which 
by the wiſe Ordination of a benevolent Provi- 
vidence, were placed among as, to increaſe our 


Riches 


(+) Prov, xii. 10. 
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Riches, and contribute to our Comfort and ap- 
pineſs. They furniſh us with many Conveni— 
encies of Life. While we permit them to live, 
they range in our Fields, where they are ſup- 
ported by ſuch Herbs, as we can moſt conveni- 
ently ſpare for their Suſtenance ; and ſome of 


them, Morning and Evening repay the obli— 


gation, with a liberal Flow of that which mi- 


niſters to our own. So that while they live, 


they ſupply us with that, which is next to 


Bread; and their Fleſh when they are ſlaugh- 
tered for our Uſe, affords us ſo nouriſhing a 
Food, that we are content to leave the molt ex. 


quiſite delicacies to return to it. They ſupply 


us with materials for lengthening out our Days, 


and alleviating the darkneſs of our Nights, 


And various other Conveniencies are derived to 
us by their means; which though they are apt 
to be depreciated by the eaſineſs, with which 
they are obtained, we nevertheleſs, ſhould be 
but too ſenſibly inſtructed how to value, by be- 


ing totally deprived of them. 


if to the Conſideration of their general Uſe- 
fulneſs, we add that of the private Intereſt of 
great numbers amongſt us, whoſe Property they 
are, this is a reflection which opens to us the 
ſad proſpect of the ruin or diſtreſs of their Fa- 


milics; and this not only involves in it that of 


their 
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their dependants, but moſt apparently ſtrikes al- 
ſo at the Lords and Proprietors of the Manors 
and the Farms. And conſidering the mutual 


dependance that there is between the different 


ranks of Men, we cannot but admit it to be 
a matter of common concern, with which, if 
it ſhould continue to prevail, we ſhould uni- 
verſally be affected, either immediately, or in 
its remoter conſequences. 

Now as there is no evil which the Lord bath 
mot done in reference to the City (i) and the State, 
ſo neither can we exclude his Providence from 
the Country and the Field. He is the Author 
of their Life, which he maintains by the air in 
which they breathe, and the food for which they 
all wait upon him (&), and which he cauſcs to 
paſs to them under our Care and through our 


Hands. But alaſs! we have been ſetting up 
curſelves as Lords of his Creation, and have for- 


gotten God, to whom we are indebted for ſach 
uſcfal Creatures, and for all the comforts and 
conveniences we have enjoyed by their means. 
And therefore, for many years paſt, he has been 
calling upon us by his u/tzce, to reflect upon 
his bounty, and the conſtant dependance which 
we have upon him. And can we receive theſe 
awful admonitions without reflecting on our 


3 luxury 
(i) Amos iii. 6. (0 Pſal. civ. 27 


—» 
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Inxiry and abuſe of theſe, and other creatures 
of God, by which we have forfeited their uſe 
and benefit ? What but the ſins of men, is the 
heavy burthen under which ſo valuable a part 
of the Creation, has been ſo long groaning ( 
and periſhing? Aſe now the beaſts, and they ſhall 
teach thee (1), that it is the Lord's controverſy ; 
and declare by their convulſions and dying 
groans, that the land is defiled; and the Lord is 
wiſiting the iniquity thereof upon it (m). And 
this affords a reflection ſufficient to melt a heart 
of very little tenderneſs, to think how the infe- 
rior Creatures ſuffer for our tranſgreſſions, and 
are groaning under the double burthen, of being 
made ſubſervient to the luſts of Men, and ſub- 
jet to the curſe of God on account of them, 
And now let me aſk, which of us who has ever 
conſidered this national Viſitation in theſe affect- 
ing views, will refuſe to confeſs, that the pre- 


ſence of God in a way of favourable Diſpenſati- 


on, is of vaſt importance to our relief? This 
Peſtilence has hitherto defy'd all human methods 
of Cure, And while the great Author of life 
and health to the whole animal Creation, has 
been hiding his face from us, vain have been all 
the Experiments which have been tried to ſtop 
its progreſs. And if any future Attempts ſhall 

: . 

(4) Rom. viii, 22. (1) Ich xii, 7. (n) Lev. xviil. 25. 
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| ſucceed better for this ſanatory purpoſe, our God 
| muſt give them their ſucceſs. We ourſelves, as 
well as the inferior Creatures, depend upon his 
| {uſtaining Preſence and Operation for our well. 
; being, and are as liable to Miſeries, and to the 
| inroad of mortal and peſtilentia! Diſeaſes, as any 
| of thoſe Beaſts, which we may have ſcen pe- 
| riſhing in their ſtalls or paſtures. And unleſs 
| we comply with the eftabliſied Terms of ob- 
| taining his favourable Preſence and Regards, he 


* 


2 


may ſo far forſake us, as to leave an open door 


for ſuch Calamities to enter in, whereby we 


ſhou'd be more ſenſibly, becauſe more imme- 
diately affected. I now proceed to declare, 


III. The Terms upon which the favourable 
Preſence of God with us, which you have 
ſeen, is of the greateſt Importance to our 
national Happineſs, may be expected, or 
it's contrary apprehended. The Lord is with 
you, while you be with bim; if ye ſeek him 
he will be found of you; but if ye forſake 
bim, he will forſake you, 

There have been, it muſt be confeſs'd, in all 

Ages many myſterious Acts of Providence, in 
Firs diſpenſations of Judgment and Mercy to- 


wards the Nations of the Earth; upon ſome of 
which the ſupreme Potentate has look d down 


D 2 with 


| 
| 
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with a benigner aſpect, and waited longer that 
he might be gracious (), than he has on others 
in like guilty Circumftances. Nevertheleſs by 
theſe Terms, our ordinary Expectations ought to 
be determined. And if we recolle& what his 
Dealings with us, and other Countries, have been, 
and efpecially if we confult the Scriptures, 
(which contain the moſt authentick hiſtory of 
Divine Providence,) we ſhall evidently perceive, 
that it's Aſpects have generally been according to 
the religious Character and Conduct of any Peo- 
ple; and Salvation or Ruin has not merely at- 
tended them, as the natural conſequences of their 
prevailing Virtues or Vices ; (Rigbteouſneſs in It's 
own Nature, tending to exalt a Nation(o), and 
Sin to bring it into Reproach and DeſtruQton;) 
but God has frequently interpos'd in a way of 
ſignal Mercy, to enrich a People who have fear'd 
him, with far greater publick Proſperity, than 


the Virtues they have exercisd, cou'd otherwiſe 


have produc'd ; and in a way of fignal Juagment 
to chaſiiſe or to deſtroy a guilty People, without 
I:aving them to die of thoſe Wounds, which 
they had given themſelves. The whole ſtory of 
the Jews and their Affairs, with other Nations 
around them, is an illuſtration of this remark, 
When the) kept with him, the Lord proſpered 

them 


(rn) If, xxx, 18, () Prov. xiv. 34+ 


(29) 
them in their way. And when they fell from 
him, they fell under his rebukes. And herein they 
are a ſtanding Example to all other publick Com- 
munities ; eſpecially to ſuch, as are diſtinguiſh'd 
by the profeſſion of his Name. But you will 
not take it into your thoughts, that any people, 
however obedient they may be, can merit the 
divine Preſence and Favour, as properly, as by 


prevailing impiety and wickedneſs they might 


deſerve, and juſtly incur the tokens of his Diſ- 
pleaſure, Nevertheleſs, there are certain Qua- 
lifications which diſpoſe for mercy, and certain 
Exerciſes which God injoins in order to it. And 
if this Nation ſhou'd be fo far abandon'd, as ge- 
nerally to negle& theſe, vain wou'd it be for us 
to hope for proſperity. We might juſtly fore- 
bode a departing God, who f we forſake him, 


will forſake us, and our hearts wou'd find reafon 


to meditate Terror, if that Preſence which has 


been the foundation and ſecurity of all the na- 


tional Happineſs we have enjoy'd, ſhould be 


withdrawn from us (P). 

Having premis'd this, give me leave, in ſtat- 
ing the Terms of National Happineſs, to lay 
them briefly before you in the following Parti- 
culars. 


And if we can warrantably hope that the 


: Lord 
) Hoſea ix. 12. 
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Lord will be with us, no farther than while we 
are with him, this evidently implies 

(J.) That we ſhould humble ourſelves deeply 
in his ſight for thoſe National Sins, by which 
we have departed from him. This 1s one of the 
orcat and indiſpenſable Duties for which we have 
this Day, been ſummon'd into his Courts; and 


which we are to charge our Conſciences to at- 
tend and proſecute in our reſpective Families, as 


well as Retirements, when we leave this Houſe 
of Prayer; not thinking it ſufficient to afffict 
our Bodies with a ſhort abſtinence from their ac- 
cuſtomed ſupply of Food ; or the humiliation of 


the few folemn hours, we ſhall have ſpent toge- 


ther, to anſwer the great occaſions which we 
have to afflict our Souls, and to lie proſtrate be- 
fore God. How ſhou'd it humble us! what 
ſhame ſhou'd we take to ourſelves! and what 


_ Painful reflections ſhould we feel, when we re- 
collect, how we have ſinned and done wickedly | 
How much Deiſm and Infidelity is viſible, amidſt 


the blaze of the Goſpel of Chriſt ? With what 
flucncy is the language of Hell ſpoke among us? 
And how afe our-ears grated with horrid Oaths, 


| Curſes, and Imprecations, which we are com- 


pell'd to hear, while we fit in our houſes, as 
well as when we walk the ſtreets? How many 
practiſe, without wearing upon their faces fo 

much 


(31) 

much as the colour of Virtue, ſuch things as are 
not to be named among Chriſtians (q). While 
Drunkenneſs, Debaucheries, and Exceſs are fo 
common, as to be able to conſiſt with Reputa- 
tion. How many Families have no Altar ere&- 
ed for God, and prophanely negle& to call 
upon his Name, in defiance of that Fury 
which threatens the deſolation of ſuch ungodly 
Houſes (7) ? How notorious is the profanation 
the Sabbath,thenegleRof the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
and even the contempt of many of the Means of 
| Grace and Salvation? And where the form of 
Religion is left, ah ! how little of the power of 
it appears (/)? How few comparatively main- 
tain the excellent Character of Fol/owers of Chri/, 
and appear to be fully perſuaded to be Chriſti- 
ans (t) ? How few underſtand much more of the 
Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, 
than as they received it by tradition from their 
fathers, who perhaps profeſs'd it for no other 
reaſon, than becauſe it was the religion of their 
Country ? What a reproach are the Lives of ma- 
ny among us to this cur holy Profeſſion? And 
what groſs ignorance, what inveterate prejudi- 
ces, what incorrigible bigotry, and rigid un- 
charitableneſs, is there found in others; inſtead 

of 


(7) Eph. v. 3. (r) Jer. x. 25. 
(/) 2 Tim. ul, 5. (t) Acts xxvi. 28. 
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of that excellent love which our gracious Maſter 
tas recommended by precept and example, and 
ſo expreſsly made the diſtinguiſhing badge of 
his Followers (? How low is the ſtature to 
which Men of the greateſt eminence in this our 


day, appear to riſe? How do we loiter in the 


Chriſtian race, inet. of preſſing forwards to- 
wards the mark (x)? And how hard a matter 
does it prove, under our differing apprehenſions, 
whereunto we have attained, to walk by the ſame 


_ rule, and to mind the ſame thing (Y)? What 
weakneſs of Faith? And what a general want of 


it's genuine and proper Fruits? What luke- 
warmneſs and indifference, as to Things of ever- 
laſting moment? And ſpeak we of Zeal ; how 
docs the zeal of many flame out for trifles, or 
manifeſt itſelf to be ſet on fire of Hell? And 
how litile is there to be ſeen of the true fervour 
of a Chriſtian, which, animated by the good 


Spirit of God, and temper'd with the meekneſs 


of Wiſdom, burns with love to God, and re- 
freſhes with it's lambent flame, as many as 


come within the reach of it's Influence. In theſe 
Things, and in many others, we have offended 


and come ſhort. And leſt he foriake us, and 


viſit us for theſe Things, we ſhould /g and cry 
ja 


(u) John xiii. 35. (*) Phil, iii. 14. 
(3) Ib. ver. 16. | A 
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Vr our abominations (2). And if we were af- 
fected and impreſſed, as this great occaſion re- 
quires, we ſhould wiſh that our beads were 
eaters, and our eyes fountains of tears ; that we 
might weep day and night, in the firſt place, for 
eur cwn, and then er the ſins of our people (a). 
(2.) In order to our being with the Lord, it 
is requiſite that our humiliations for thoſe fins, 
by which we have forſaken him, ſhould iſſue 
in our effectual return to him by unfeigned re- 


of the ſevereſt humiliation will have any ſig- 
nification or effect. Let us all therefore, ſe- 
riouſly reflecting on the fins and deſolations of 
other countries, and remembring (what we are 
not able to conteſt) that except we repent, ue 
fall all Iikwiſe periſh (b); look up to Jeſus, 
who. is exalted at the risht hand of God, a 
Prince and a Savicur, to give repentance and 


in him, who is the Lord our rigbteouſneſi and 
firength (d), charge our conſciences with the 
performance of this neceſſary duty. Let us ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to it, as in the fight of him, 2 
irieth the bearts and the reins of men (e, as 


=) Lack. ix..4. e en. . (5) Luke 
xiii. 1—5, incluſive. (e) Acts v. 31. (d) Jer. 
xxitii. 6, XXxili. 16, Iſai. XIV. 24. (e) Pſal. vii. 9, 
Jer. xi. 20. xvii. 10. Xx. 12. Rev. ii. 23. Prov. xxi. 2. 


pentance. Otherwiſe, not all the external ſigus 


remiſſion of, fin (c); and encouraging ourſelves 


E | well 
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well as pondereth their paths, with a fixed pur 
Poſe (by his aftifance, and according to his 
word) to accompliſh a diligent ſearch, zhat we 
may know, cvery man, the plague of his own 
heart, And reſolving to forſake every ſinful 
way, and even every culpable neglect, (inſtead 
Oi Cenjuring the vices of others, as the cauſes 
upon which our calamities or dangers are to 
be charged,) every one ſhould ſcrutinize him- 
ſelf, and ſay, Nhat haue I done? and what muſt 


14% What irregularity have I ated ? What 


iniquity have I omitted to reſtrain ? And what 


duty belonging to my ſtation and character have 


I negl-&ed ? In what vain communication have 
I mingled? What appetite or paſſion has exceed- 
ed it's juſt bounds? and what vain or ſenſual, 
what covetous or aſpiring, what diſtruſtful and 


unbelieving thoughts, have I ſuffered 7o lodge 


evithin me, and am now under a particular call 
to diſcard ? This, Sirs, is what God and Man 
expect from you and me. Nor can we hope 
that the Lord will ſubdue our enemies while we 


harbour bis; or preſerve us from calamity, if 


we provoke his vengeance by perſiſting in our 
fins, Were we, each of us, perſuaded by the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the mer- 
cies of God, and awakened by theſe terrors of 


the 


Prov. v. 21. (z) 1 Kings viii. 38. 


(35) 
the Lord, to the neceſſary care of amending one, 
we might then rejoice in the hope of ſceing good 
days, But it will be but a vain hope, which 
any man can have for himſelf, who /ba/l 20 on 
in his ſreſpaſſes, and continue unreformed; even 
though he ſhould mourn over the dangers of his 
Country, and water the Altar with his tears, 
| Another means or term of obtaining the Pre- 
ſence of God with us, for National happi- 
neſs, is 
(Z.) Our being much with him in fervent 
effectual prayer, and ſupplication, Yes, my 
Friends, we muſt cry unto the Lord, who 
hearkens in Expectation of hearing from us 0e 
voice of ſupplication, as well as weeping. And 
this has been the conſtant practice of a penitent 
people. So the people of Niniveh believed God, 


and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on fackchth, from 


the greateft of them even unto the leaſt of them; 
| and they cried mightily unto God (H. And we have 
not only the experience of ſucceſs which men 
of prayer, in all ages, have had, for the en- 
{ couragement of our own hopes of audience and 
acceptance; but we have immediately in oar 
view this moſt bleſſed promiſe ; (and it is often 
repeated in our Bibles with a little variation of 


language; ) I we ſeek bim, be well be found of 


E 2 103, 


(b) Jonah iii. 5, 8. 
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1. Whereas if a Land neglect the Lord, or the 


inhabitants of it ſhould generally live as with. 


ot God in the world (i); Woe be to ſuch a 
Land, for it's defence and it's glory is near de- 
paiting! Once more, 

(4.) Our being with the Lord, in order to 
our obtaining his favorable Preſence, implies our 
abiding with bim as our Refuge, and ſureſt pro- 
tection and defence, We muſt put our truſt 
and confidence in him, and caſt ourſelves upon 
his care, And at the ſame time that we make 
him this acknowledgment of our dependence, 
we mult be careful to conduct ourſelves in ſuch 
a manner, as conſiſtently to hope in his mercy, 
J mention this, becauſe it is one of thoſe things 


which ought to be conſtantly ajſirmed (n), that 
truſt without allegiance is preſumption ; and to 


hope for God's preſence, while we forſake him, 
is incongraous in the nature of things, as well 
as expreſsly precluded in ſeripture; where you 
have likewiſe the ſenſe of this part of our ſub- 
ject ſtrongly inculcated; viz. 7 ye forſate him, 
he twill forſate you. 

Thus have I told you faithfully and ED 
upon what terms a Nation may expect ths 
continuance of the divine Preſence, which is the 
only ſure foundatica of it's Safety and Peace. 

if | And 


(i) Eph, if. 12 (2) Tit. iii. 8. 


1.37 
And I deſire that it may be obſerved, that theſe 


terms muſt be nationally complied with, in or- 
der to found a chearful hope of it's Proſperity 
and Happineſs. But by this, I do not mean 
that every individual in the Nation muſt go in- 
to theſe meaſures for obtaining this end. That 
indeed were greatly to be wiſhed; but who 
that has ſeen any thing of the corruption of 
mankind, can hope for it? Nevertheleſs a con- 
fiderable part of the Nation, or a number of 
ſuch men, as more eſpecially repreſent and in- 
fluence the Body, muſt concur. A very ſmall 
number of private Penitents may indeed /ave 
themſeFves, or deliver their own ſouls; but it is 
ſeldom the caſe, that a few ſave a Nation. Since 
therefore theſe are duties of common import- 
ance, they ſhould be generally attended to; and 
yet it is to-be feared they will be very little re- 
garded. I am ſure there is no licence for any 
of us to withdraw our ſhoulders from the 
work. And while ſuch mulitudes among us 
are, as it were, conſpiring to baniſh the divine 
Preſence from us, we ſhould be without ex- 
cuſe, if we could ſee the dangers of our coun- 
try, and refuſe to unite our endeavours, and 
our prayers, to prevent it's departure, 


From 


638) 

From what hath been ſaid we may infer, 
(I.) What a threatening aſpect abounding 
iniquity caſts upon a Nation. This is the grand 
obſtacle to the public Weal. This is that which 
ſcparates between God and a People, and pro- 
vokes him to forſake and abandon them. And 
from hence it will plainly appear, that this our 
native Land has more Enemies than has been 
generally apprehended, If we talk of Enemies 
to Great Britain, our thoughts preſently fly 
into foreign Countrics, and there they are apt 
to ſtay, without returning to ſearch for thoſe 
which lurk at home. The number of Jacobites, 
thoſe wretched incendiaries, and traytors to our 
Religion and to their Country, it muſt be con- 
fefi:d, are become inconſiderable, ſince that 
memorable Blow was given them, which we 
ought to record with the greateſt Thankfulneſs. 


Nor have we now ſuch great and juſt Provo- 


tion in beholding many of thoſe, who live in 
Safety under the juſteſt and the gentleſt of all 


Governments upon the face of the Earth, vent- 


ing their treaſons, and enceavouring to corrupt 
weak minds, and ſeduce them from that chear- 
ul and gratefal loyalty, which they owe to the 
beſt of Princes. And it is high time for the 


wle Nation to be convinced, if it be not 


already, (as I Lope in a great meaſure it is,) 
that 


(39) 


chat we ſhould make a wretched change, by 
paſſing from this under a popiſh Government, 
| which is one of the greateſt plagues, and a yoke 
which neither we, nor our fathers, were ever 
able to bear. 

{ But bleſſed be God, though at this Day, 
we conſider theſe principles and pretenſions with 
| deteſtation and contempt, rather than with that 
Panic, which, within moſt of our Memories, 
| they were apter to excite, we have yet inteſtine 
Enemies more inveterate, even than theſe; I 
mean our Corruptions and our Vices. Every 
wicked Man, who forſakes his Duty and his 
| God, is adding to the dead weight of Guilt, 
which lies on the Land. And though he may 
think it hard, that he ſhould be refuſed the 
character of a Patriot, yet in Proportion to the 
degree of his impiety, he is an Enemy to him- 
| If and his Country ; and to his Poſterity alſo, 
as far as his Country may be involved in his 
Doom. 

( 2.) We may infer, that we have great Rea- 
ſon to be thankful for thoſe Tokens of God's 
| favourable Preſence, which we ſtill enjoy, not- 
| withſtanding the Iniquity of our Land. If our 
| God had utterly forſaken us, we ſhould have had 
neither Opportunity nor Hearts given us, as on 
| this Day, to ſeek bis Face. He has not forbid 


SU 


(49) 
us to look up to him, as the God of our Salva- 
tion, and has afforded us in theſe favoured Iſlands 
ſo ſecure an habitation, that thoſe concuſſions by 
which ſo many thouſands in other Places Have 
periſhed, have only affected ſome parts of our 
Territories with a ſight Tremor, © ſuch as might 
be imputed to a guſt of Wind, or the motion 
of a Coach.” The Britiſh Conſtitution and the 
Liberties of Engliſhmen are preſerved inviolate, 


An unuſeal Unanimity is obſervable in our 


Counſels at Home, And our Enemies abroad 
have plainly appeared to be embarraſſed and de- 
ſponding. We are ſtill ſupplied with Plenty 
of Food, not only for our Bodies, but for our 
Souls. Our God has not taken away his Corn, 


| or his Vi ne, his Wool or bis Flax (I); nor re- 


moved his Gefpel or his Fly Spirit from us. 
And though ſome of his Frowns are evidently 
upon us, we have ſtill a ſpace and warning 
given us; together with a fair Invitation to thoſe 
Duties, in which we may deprecate, and ſeek 


| to, avert his Judgments. It is matter of great 


Satisfaction and Thankfulneſs that God is pub- 
lickly acknowledged. And we want not encou- 
ragement to hope that the numbers of thoſe, 
who ſeriouſly regard his Operations and earneſt- 


(1) Hol. ii. 8, 9. 


(41) 
ly implore his Bleſſing upon the Community, 
will be ſo happy as to prevail. To conclude, 

Let you and I, beſides the Conſideration of 
our own Welfare, ſtrive together with thoſe, who 
according to the terms that have been ſtated, are 
ſtriving to engage the divine Preſence Favour 
and Bleſſing, to abide with us. Would to God 
that all would concur in their reſpective Stations, 
and contribute their ſeveral Proportions to the 
aid of this national Cauſe! Would to God, 
chat all our Magiſtrates, by their authority 
and examples, would reſtrain Tranſgreſſors; 
and ſecure to Virtue its juſt commendation and 
encouragement! Would to God, that all Mi- 
niſters of Religion would deal faithfully with 
their reſpective Flocks, and that the Lord would 
appear more viſibly with them, for the revival . 
of the Life of Religion in our Churches ! 
Would to God, that Parents would be per- 
ſwaded to be diligent, in inſtructing and form- 
ing the flexible minds of their young Offspring; 
that ſo their families may prove nurſeries for the 
Churches ;—flouriſhing under the advantage and 
culture of a religious Education and the Dews 
of Heaven ;—and affording us, under our pre- 
ſent decays, ſome encouragement to hope that 
the next Generation will be better than this! 
85 | „„ l beſeech 


( 42 ) 

I beſeech you, Brethren, let us join hand and 
heart in this Confederacy. Then, if we ſhou'd 
not be fo happy as to prevail for the Safety of | 
the Nation, yet we ſhall deliver ourſelves; and 
the conſciouſneſs of our Fidelity, as to that 
which was incumbent upon us, will yield us a 
mighty Conſolation in the view of any Calami- 
ty, which the Sins or the Negligence of others 
may bring upon it. h 

Hoping the beſt, if it ſhall pleaſe God to fa- 
vour our dear Country with freſh tokens of his 

Protection and Preſence, we ſhall then with a 
peculiar Joy receive the approaches of his Mer- 
cy; and be able to ſay, with a grateful glow in 
our Boſoms, Lo ! this is cur God; and we have 
waited for bim (m); theſe are the engaging 
Ways in which he anſwers our Prayers; and 

'Þ (perhaps we may ſee reaſon to add) exceeds our 

Expectations. 
| But ſuppoſing the worſt, of all that we have 
| 


any reaſon to apprehend ſhou'd come, we ſhall 
be ſafe from the danger of Deſtruction ;- and if 
j | we underſtand our true Privilege, quiet likewiſe 
| from the fear of Evil. What? Tho the Plocks 
| ſbou d be cut off from the folds, What? Tho 
Mi the Peſtilence ſhould leave no Herd in the falls, 


or our Fields ſbou d yield no meat, we might ne- 
| vertheleſs 


(m) Ia, xxv. 6. 


( 43) 
vertheleſs r:jorce in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of our Salvation (u). 

What? If days of Darkneſs and Diſtraction 
ſhou'd come; if this peaceful Land ſhou'd be 
over-run with armed Legions of our Enemies; 
and amidſt the wild uproar and tumult of 
War, Property ſhou'd be brought into dreadful 
hazard, aud our very Lives ſhou'd hang in a 
perpetual ſuſpenſe, infomuch as that tremblings 
of Heart, and failing of Eyes, and ſorrow of 
Mind, ſhou'd become the diſmal Diſtinctions of 
our Times? We have a glorious Reverfſion laid 
up for us out of the reach of rapine ; we have 
a deathleſs Life which is hid with Chrift in God; 
with whom we likewiſe have a moſt bleſſed 
Peace through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. The Goſ- 
pel brings the Olive-branch from Heaven ; and | 
tho' Waſting and Deſtruction ſhou'd be ſeen 
\ triumphant within our Borders, yet the Covenant 
of Peace ſhall never be removed. | 

Finally, Should the Earth be moved, and the 
Mountains caſt into the midſt of the Sea ; ſhou'd 
theſe periſhable Bodies be tranſmitted down to 
the Center, and be involv'd in no leſs a Wreck 
of Nature, than that which the laſt general 
Conflagration will occaſion ; yet our Souls ſhall 
find a Refage in God ; his Angels will be com- 

F 2 miſſion'd 
() Hab. iii, 17. | 


( 44 ) 
mifſion'd to convey them into the Preſence of 


our Lord, and the Society of the Bleſſed in 


Heaven. And know?ng that our Redeemer liveth, 
we ſhall yet in our fleſh ſee God. For after all 
that the Worms or the Flames ſhall have done 
towards the deſtruction of this Body, Jeſus in 
whom we truſt, and in whom we believe as 
the Reſurrefion and the Life; (by that Power 
by which he is able even to ſubdue all things to him- 
felf,) will aſſuredly accompliſh all his gracious 
Deſigns towards his own Servants; and will 
crown the utmoſt Endeavour, and earneſt Ex- 
pectation and Hope of his believing People, who 
are willing 7% ſuffer the loſs of all Things, if by 
any means they may win Chriſt, and attain to the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. Amen. 


The END of the SERMON, 


I. 


ORD, where ſhould I my Refuge make, 
If thee, my Fortreſs, I forſake? 
Dear Lord, I no where elſe can be 
So ſafe, ſo happy, as with thee. 


II. 


To hide beneath thy Wings J haſte, 

Till theſe Calamities are paſt; 

And, if my Voice cou'd make them hear, 
Td call all Nations to me there. 


III. 
But tho my Voice is found too weak, 
Vet, hark! the Lord from Heaven will ſpeak, 


By Herds, whoſe dying Groans afar, 
Eccho to ſad Alarms of War. 


| (46) 


IV. 


Majeſtick Terror is his Robe. 


He looks — and ſhakes near half the Globe, 
And, had it rock'd from Pole to Pole, 


What wonder ? When he made the Whole. 


V. 


See! Britons, where late Liſbon ſtood, 
And mark the Grandeurs of your God! 
Who in rude Heaps her Piles has laid, 
And there entomb'd her Thouſands dead. 


VI. 


The frighted Waters ſwell and pour 
Their troubled Streams upon the Shore, 


N And theſe his Frowns ſhou'd work in me 
iy Effects, like thoſe on Earth and Sea, 

fl 

i | 
| VII. 

/ 


j | Lord, make my Fleſh to tremble too ; 

If Melt me to an unuſual Flow; 

il And ſink my tow'ring Thoughts, that I 
| At thy Rebukes may proſtrate lie! 


N VIII. 
5 See, Lord, my inward Bowels move, 
x To think how I've abus'd thy Love, 


(47) 
Help me to mourn, repent and pray, 
And ne'cr forget my Vows to Day | 


IX. 


Let me be one of thoſe that Rand 
Full in the Breach, to ſave the Land. 
Then, if for this, we can't prevail, 


We ſhall be ſafe, tho' Nature fail. 


X. 


Then let the laſt great Flames ariſe 
And mingle Lands, and Seas, and Skies 
They'll ſend us where our Saviour is, 


And leave us happy in his Peace, 
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